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 While walking our dog, Karley, early one December 

morning, the sun just rising in the east, I heard a strange 

chirping, chortling, nearly barking sound echoing in the 

space between our house and our neighbors’. I left the 

security of the sidewalk to peer through the dusky dawn 

light in hope of catching a glimpse of what odd animal 

might be there. My heart rate rose as I shuffled closer.  

Nothing. I saw nothing. Yet the volume of the sound 

grew, and the strange cackle-call surrounded me. I 

pulled poor Karley closer, fearful, I must admit, that 

something lurked and threatened, heard but not seen, in 

the shadows.  

Slowly backing my way to the sidewalk, I realized that 

the sound was not a single voice, but many, and it came 

not from the earth, but the sky. I looked up and there 

they were, filling the sky, hundreds of them, huge as 

pterodactyls, a cacophony of croaking, chortling, 

chiding as they took turns at various places in their ever 

reforming and elongated “V”. The sight and sound of 

them was overwhelming. My heart pounded again, now 

in wonder, as I stood still, staring starward and listening 

with much more than my ears.  

And then, a minute or two later, they were gone. All 

sound went with them as the last in line faded into the 

southern sky. Karley and I were alone again, standing 

together in stunned silence, wrapped in the crisp 

December cold, inhaling wonder, exhaling awe.  

Back in the house (and grateful for Google), I found the 

sound I had heard and discovered that I had been 

witness to the migration of Sandhill Cranes. Their calls 

can be heard more than two miles away. Sandhill 

cranes, not pterodactyls after all, but no less a wonder to 

hear and behold.  

Two poems came to my mind as I read about these 

cranes and listened to recordings of their calls: one from 

an ancient Christian mystic quoted in an Advent 

devotional that my wife Janet and I were reading, the 

other from a longtime favorite Lutheran 

pastor/theologian/poet. Each in their own way, these 

poems resound with the call of the cranes and point a 

way forward for me from that December morning into 

the new year rising. Perhaps they will also be helpful 

guides for you, as you step out into breaking dawn to 

walk through the gift of a new year, looking and 

listening for the promised and surprising presence of 

God. 

 

 

Every single creature is full of God  

and is a book about God.  

Every creature is a word of God.  

If I spend enough time with  

the tiniest creature, even a caterpillar,  

I would never have to prepare a sermon.  

So full of God is every creature.  

—Meister Eckhart  

 

Can it be that grace takes us by surprise  

in the midst of the ordinary and the repeated?  

Why shouldn’t this be so,  

because grace is from outside us,  

not within?  

It is God’s interruption,  

his wonderful invitation.  

Grace is God at his unpredictable best.  

No vision of Christ duplicates another,  

for love defies the stereotype.  

To believe is to live in perpetual surprise  

and expectation.  

—Gerhard Frost 

Bishop Bill Gafkjen 

   

      



Ponder Anew…what the Almighty can do! 
      We are finishing up the season of Christmas which ends 

on Jan. 6th with Epiphany. It is when we celebrate the Magi 

following the star to find Jesus and to offer their gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Traditionally, the gold was 

in recognition of Jesus as King, frankincense to worship 

him as divine and myrrh as a readying of his death as 

Savior.  The images for the season of Epiphany are light (as 

in the star and Jesus as the light that the darkness cannot 

overcome) and the offering of gifts, like the gifts the Magi 

offered and the gift God offered  to us in  the infant Jesus.        

     We all like to receive gifts, but as I have gotten older, 

it’s the giving of gifts that has become more important.  I 

love to try to find just the right gift for someone or a gift 

that I have made with care and love.  The gift is an 

expression of the relationship I share with another. 

One of my practices of Epiphany is to ponder what gift I 

can offer to the Christ child in this new year.  Like the 

Magi, what might I offer that will be an expression of my 

relationship with Jesus.  Ironically, the things I have to 

offer are the gifts God has already given to me and I am 

“re-gifting” back.  Theologian N. T. Wright reminds us that, 

as we read the gospel of Matthew this year, think about 

this gift of Jesus the Christ.  “Think about what it meant to 

be the true King of the Jews.   And then-  come to him, by 

whatever route you can, and with the best gifts you can 

find.” 

     A more recent tradition in many congregations is the 

use of Epiphany Word Stars.  Recognizing the gifts God 

gives, each person takes a star with a word on it- we don’t 

choose the word, one is just taken.  That becomes our 

designated word for the year-a word to explore, ponder, 

read Scripture and pray about, discern what God would 

like to reveal to us in our word.  What we learn in January 

or February might be different than what comes to us later 

in the year.   We simply receive the word as a gift and find 

ways to see how it is an expression of our relationship with 

God and with others.  Our job is to share our gift(s) with 

others, letting the light of Christ shine in and through us, 

into our darkened world. We each received a star during 

worship on Jan. 5.  If you didn’t get one, I have extras so 

it’s not too late!  I will be offering some focus questions to 

help you as you explore your word. 

    From the birth of a baby to the crucifixion of a Savior, 

Jesus the Christ, our gift from God, is the Light of the 

world; a Light the darkness cannot overcome.   

Blessings to each of you as together we 

share Jesus Christ for Life!         Pr. Amy 

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS 

**Jan. 26  Annual 

Congregational Meeting 

immediately after worship  

**Feb.2    Soup-er bowl of 

Caring after worship 

 

 

The Soup-er Bowl of Caring is an 

opportunity to gather food for our local 

food pantry while celebrating the Super 

Bowl.  On Feb. 2 after worship, we will 

have a soup bar featuring 3 or 4 types of 

soup along with some sides.  We will 

also have 2 kettles out with the names 

of the teams playing in the Super Bowl.  

You can vote for the team you want to 

win by bringing a canned good or 

putting cash in the kettle.  Each item or 

$1 counts as a vote toward your team.  

We will announce “the winner” while 

enjoying some good food and 

fellowship.  Please plan to attend and 

invite a friend to join us!    



 
 

Current: 

Dorothy Parsons – health, Robert & Lois Dowd - 

health, Jon Perkins - health,  Bob Krouse - health,  

Clayton Marcum- health 

Ongoing: 

Peggy Gilbert, Shirley Williams, Barbara & Dan 

Speicher, Linda Rager Hampton, Mara Joy Nelson, 

Owen Vannoster and his family, Pastor Judy, 

Michael Bischoff, Clayton Marcum, Jayden Plotner 

Homebound: 

Marie Betten-Niccum, Bo & Joanne Boettcher, 

Nancy Coble, Ruth Frederick, Margaret Frieden, 

John Gaerte, Betty Hamlin, Ladonna Gale, Ruth 

Hauser, Betty Lawrenz, Vada Lee Nixon 

 

 
To Al and RuthAnn for taking care of ordering and 
picking up the Christmas poinsettas. 
 

To all who helped make the Christmas Eve worship 
special. 
 

To all who helped “undecorated” the church, inside 
and out. 
 

Thank you to all who helped while I was away from 
the office and to my Zion family for the well wishes 
and grace. I would also like to thank Zion for the 
gracious gift from Christmas.   
With gratitude, Clayton 
 

Thank you for the cards and remembrances this 
past Christmas.  They were greatly appreciated.  

                                                Pr. Amy  

January Birthdays    
1 Sam Krouse 

2 Micheala Pattison 

5          Ruth Hauser 

6       Jon Perkins 

    16       Mary Chrastil 

                  Patty Grant 

    22       Marie Betten-Niccum 

    24       Nancy Trier 

 

January Baptisms      
1 Lois Dowd 

David Grant 

Emily Grant 

Stewart Hawley 

Bob Krouse 

Dave Lawrenz 

Tammy Lawrenz 

Mac  McKinley 

Janet McKinley 

Jon Perkins 

Barbara Speicher 

Deb Vineyard 

Jack Vineyard 

12  Gary Spratt 

23 Jeff Hawkins 

 

 

Do you have a favorite quote you’d like 
to share?  Maybe some words of 
wisdom or a story?  An insight or 
epiphany you’ve had? We would love to 
hear from you!  Send us your thoughts 
or come see Pr. Amy and we will get 
them down for you so all can read it in 
The Teller!  This is a way of sharing the 
vast knowledge and resource within our 
congregation and continue to build our 
relationships together! 
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