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We know the 
truth 
This column is a reprint of her June 
2018 column in Living Lutheran. 

By Elizabeth A. Eaton 

Father’s Day is in June. Let me 
tell you a little bit about my dad.  His name was William 
Frederick Eaton. He was born in 1924 to an Irish 
Catholic father and a German Lutheran mother.(There 
were always going to be potatoes and cabbage in my 
future.) My father was a child of the Depression. Like 
thousands of his generation, he enlisted in the army 
during World War II. An Army Air Corps officer at age 
20, he flew B-24s and served in North Africa and Italy. 
My father, who had an amazing sense of humor, told my 
brothers and me stories about his time in the army—
about the training, the friends he made and the not-
quite-regulation antics they pulled. These were 20-year-
olds, after all. Only once did he speak about an actual 
combat operation, and then only briefly. War is about 
killing, and those we send to serve carry that with them 
for the rest of their lives. After the war and newly 
married, my father and mother built a life together. 
They bought their first house. My father went to night 
school and earned his bachelor’s degree. One of my 
fondest childhood memories was when my mother 
allowed me to stay up late so I could see my dad when 
he came home from night school. He was the first in his 
family to graduate 

from college. 
My father was a man of integrity and courage. He 
grew up in a working-class family, and he worked hard 
for everything he earned. He served his country; loved 
my mother, brothers and me; raised a family; served 
his church; and was involved in the community. 
June is also the month of Juneteenth, the 
celebration of the emancipation and the end of slavery 
in the United States. President Abraham Lincoln 
issued the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863. It 
wasn’t until June 19, 1865, that the news reached 
Texas, the last state that had slaves. Finally, at least 
officially, freedom was granted to all. We know that 
African descent people took their place in local, 
state and national leadership and elected positions, 
including Congress. This was a time of great hope and 
possibility for our country as former slaves became 
citizens and worked alongside European descent 
citizens to rebuild the nation. But it was short-lived. 
Almost immediately laws were put in place that 
restricted African Americans’ access to economic 
advancement, voting, education and property 
ownership. We know the dreadful history of the rise 
of the Ku Klux Klan and the horror of lynching. 
My father’s family had only arrived in 1863. My 
mother’s family would not come to America for 
another half century. 
Here is where my father’s story and that of 
the not-yet-realized emancipation of African 
American people intersect. After World War II our 
government enacted the GI Bill that made benefits 
like college tuition and low-interest home loans 
available for veterans. 
My father’s bomb group had a fighter escort 
squadron. It was the job of these men to protect 
pilots like my dad. They were the Tuskegee Airmen, 
the Red Tails. They were also brave men who served 
our country and, after the war, came home to start 
families and build a life. They served in the same war, 
wore the same uniform and flew the same missions, 
but they were barred in practice from the benefits of 
the GI Bill because they were African American. 
This is white privilege. It doesn’t diminish my 
father’s courage and service. It doesn’t mean that 
white people don’t sacrifice and work hard. It does 
mean that the system favors white people. We didn’t 
create this—we inherited it. 
Now that we know about it, we have to do 
something about it. Americans love fair play. We’ve 
been taught that everyone should have an even 
chance. Now we know the truth. Jesus said, “You will 
know the truth, and the truth will make you free” 
(John 8:32). It might hurt, but it brings liberation. We 
are not free until all of us are free.” 
 
PRESIDING BISHOP ELIZABETH EATON 

 

 

 



Ponder Anew…what the Almighty can do! 
  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13 

 

     This was one of the Scripture readings in my 

devotions last week.  There are so many powerful and 

positive words in that one sentence- hope, joy, peace, 

believing, power…  But the one that jumped out at me 

the strongest was the word “abound”.  That’s not an 

overly common word, often used in the context of 

scriptures or theology.  I was curious how the 

dictionary would define it.  “ Abound:  to be copiously 

supplied”.  Isn’t that marvelous!   Our God wants us 

to be ‘copiously supplied in hope”!!  and, according to 

this text, the way to be copiously supplied in hope 

comes from the joy and peace we find in believing.  It 

is belief/faith that brings us joy and peace and that 

results in being supplied abundantly with hope.  This 

is indeed good news!  Especially with all that goes on 

in the world, out there and right here, we can get 

pretty discouraged or frustrated or angry.  And those 

can lead to a sense of hope-lessness, also in copious 

supply.  But when we allow the power of the Holy 

Spirit to work in us; when we open ourselves to the 

God of hope’s joy and peace, when we submerge 

ourselves in faith and believing and prayer, then our 

outlook can be different.  The situation itself might 

not change, but how we view and respond to it and 

how the God of hope can transform us can be 

different. 

     This works for us individually and as a gathered 

family of God.  The Council is inviting everyone to 

ponder and prayerfully consider how we view a 

thriving Zion- how we see it, how we feel and 

experience it and how a thriving Zion will help change 

lives.  For some, this may be an easier task than for 

others.  The key here is thriving- spiritually, 

physically, emotionally, financially, etc.  Believing 

with joy and peace that God, with the power of the 

Holy Spirit, can supply us with copious amounts of 

hope, and lead and equip us to change lives in the 

name of Jesus.  In other words, to share Jesus Christ 

for Life- theirs and ours! 

     What an incredible God we serve! 

    

Blessings to each of you as together we share 

Jesus Christ for Life!         Pr. Amy 

 

2020 

Chrism 

Liturgies 
Traditionally, 

chrism (blessing 

of oils) and 

renewal of 

ministry 

commitment 

liturgies occur 

during Holy 

Week. In 

practice for some years, the bishop of the 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod has offered these 

liturgies in the season of Lent. In 2020, we will 

offer six liturgies, five during Lent and one on 

Holy Tuesday. 

  

Unless otherwise noted, each morning will begin 

with gathering fellowship at 9:30 a.m., worship 

at 10:00 a.m., conversation with the bishop and 

each other following worship, concluding with 

lunch, either on site or at a local restaurant. 

While the primary focus of the morning will be on 

rostered ministers (pastors and deacons), all are 

welcome to participate. All times are local.  

Northeast Conference’s Chrism Mass will be held 

Tuesday, March 3: Messiah, Fort Wayne IN 

Please let Pr. Amy know if you are interested in 

going. 

 

 

 

 
 
To all those involved in preparing for and leading the 
Annual Meeting. 
 

To Lin Metzger, Deb Vineyard and Mary Lois 
Chamberlain for their years of serving on Council. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

You're invited to the Messiah Lutheran 

Church Spring Women's Retreat!   

March 6-8, 2020 at Kempski Retreat 

Center, Camp  Lutherwald 

This is going to be an amazing weekend filled with fun, 

faith, and fellowship and we want you (and a friend) to 

join us!  The all-inclusive cost is only $150 for the 

weekend.  

We are blessed to have Rev. Libby Davis Manning lead 

us for this weekend retreat.   

Lessons from the Hive: God, Bees, and Bee-loved 

Community.  

Proverbs 16:24 - Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet 

to the soul and healing to the bones.  

Please see Pr. Amy for more information or 

if interested. 

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS 

**Feb.2    Soup-er bowl of 

Caring after worship 

**Feb. 3  5:15p Beginning Yoga 

and Prayer 

            6:00p Taste and See 

 

 

The Soup-er Bowl of Caring is an 

opportunity to gather food for our local 

food pantry while celebrating the Super 

Bowl.  On Feb. 2 after worship, we will 

have a soup bar featuring 3 types of 

soup along with some sides.  We will 

also have 2 kettles out with the names 

of the teams playing in the Super Bowl.  

You can vote for the team you want to 

win by bringing a canned good or 

putting cash in the kettle.  Each item or 

$1 counts as a vote toward your team.  

We will announce “the winner” while 

enjoying some good food and 

fellowship.  Please plan to attend and 

invite a friend to join us! 

 

Do you have a favorite quote you’d like to 

share?  Maybe some words of wisdom or a 

story?  An insight or epiphany you’ve had? 

We would love to hear from you!  Send us 

your thoughts or come see Pr. Amy and we 

will get them down for you so all can read 

it in The Teller!  This is a way of sharing the 

vast knowledge and resource within our 

congregation and continue to build our 

relationships together! 



 
 

Current: 

Dorothy Parsons, Robert & Lois Dowd, Jon Perkins,  

Bob Krouse , Clayton Marcum- health; Michael 

Bischoff and family as he enters hospice; family of 

Ruth Fredrick on her death;  

Ongoing: 

Peggy Gilbert, Shirley Williams, Barbara & Dan 

Speicher, Linda Rager Hampton, Mara Joy Nelson, 

Owen Vannoster and his family, Pastor Judy, 

Jayden Plotner 

Homebound: 

Marie Betten-Niccum, Bo & Joanne Boettcher, 

Nancy Coble, Margaret Frieden, John Gaerte, Betty 

Hamlin, Ladonna Gale, Ruth Hauser, Betty 

Lawrenz, Vada Lee Nixon 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Birthdays    
 5 Sarah Hawkins 

 7 Ruth Hawley 

15 Kristie Miller 

17 John Gaerte 

19 Cheryl Spratt 

23  Tammy Lawrenz 

 

 

February Baptisms      
1 Mary Chrastil 

12 Joshua Vineyard 

15  Mary Lois Chamberlain 

16 Christine Niccum 

 Lydia Niccum 

 Natasha Niccum 

17 Chuck Morgan 

18 Micheala Pattison 

19 Ruth Hawley 

28 Mary Beth Perkins 

 

 
                                                                                          

 
 

February Anniversaries 
  9  Shirley and Jack Williams 

14 Cindy and Terry Rosenbarger 
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